
The Loose Bead Society of Greater Milwaukee 
Meeting of the Board of Directors 

June 27, 2016 
Brookfield Public Library 

 
Board members in attendance:  Maureen Bartz, Bonnie DeSautelle, Katy Hess, Jan Mueller, Becky Prusak, Allyn Steffen, Carol 
Surges, Kathy VanDemark 
 
Unable to Attend: Cindy Collins, Kathy Merrill 
 
Guests:  None 

Call to Order  

 Katy Hess called the meeting to order at 6:35 pm. 

Approval of Minutes 

 The minutes of the 05/23/2016 board meeting were approved as amended. 

 The minutes of the 06/13/2016 membership meeting were approved as amended. 

Volunteer Hours 

 Submitted 

Calendar Updates 

 The Special Events Committee has moved their meeting date to the fourth Wednesday of the month.  The meetings will be 
held at 6:30 at the Panera’s on Greenfield. 

Submission of Expenses 

 Submitted.  

Officer/Committee Reports 

Vice-President – Programming; Cindy Collins 

 Cindy Collins was not present. 
 

Vice-President – Special Events; Maureen Bartz  

 Sixty-two people have signed up thus far for the Bead Challenge. 

 Maureen Bartz was able to negotiate a rate of $235 per day for each of the big rooms at the Harbour Walk for the 2017 
Bead Retreat.  The small room is available at the discounted rate of $100 per day. 

 The standard rooms at the Harbour Walk will be available to the 2017 Bead Retreat participants at the rate of $109 per 
night, which is the same rate as the previous year.  The Marina rooms will be available at the slightly increased rate 
of $122 per night.  

 The Special Events Committee has selected the Deli Buffet option for the lunch on Saturday at the Retreat.  Maureen Bartz 
will request a tasting.  The Harbour Walk charges $22.50 per person for the buffet.  LBS will subsidize part of the 
cost.  The actual cost to participants is yet to be determined.   

 Registration for the 2017 Bead Retreat will increase from $35 to $40 for the weekend.   

 The Committee has added a Friday afternoon class.  There will not be an evening class. 

 A Teachers’ Marketplace will occur from 7:30 pm to 9:30 pm. 

 Maureen Bartz will send out the teacher proposals on or before July 15.  She will solicit proposals from LBS members at the 
July membership meeting. 

 Ten vendors from the Bead & Button Show responded positively to Maureen Bartz’s inquiries regarding Goodie Bag 
donations. 

 LBS does not have much to sell at the Milwaukee Bead Show.  Members will demonstrate various beading/jewelry 
techniques. 

 
 
 



Community Service Coordinator; Jan Mueller 

 The next VA event will be held in August. 

 LBS will hold an event, possibly wire wrapping, at the Brookfield Public Library in the Fall. 

 Jan Mueller is looking for someone to co-chair the Community Service Committee with her. 

Membership; Kathy VanDemark   

 LBS currently has 208 members. 
 

Treasurer; Allyn Steffen 

 Reviewed consolidated May and June financial reports. 

 Allyn Steffen designed a donation sheet to provide to people who donate to LBS.  The half-sheet receipt will be padded. 

 The Board suggested she modify the receipt to include the EIN for LBS. 
 

President-Elect; Bonnie DeSautelle  

 Bead & Button Show 
o Participants stated that the volunteer periods were too long and that there were too many people volunteering 

at once. 
o Jewelry was not displayed.  Allyn Steffen suggested that jewelry be collected from members at the membership 

meeting prior to the Bead & Button show.  Maureen stated that as the local bead society, LBS should show what 
it does. 

o Admirals experienced volunteers leaving the table and either not coming back on a timely basis or at all. 
o Guidelines need to be drafted. 

Secretary; Becky Prusak 

 Becky Prusak will ask Kathy Willmering if she took notes and prepared minutes for the March membership meeting. 
 

Past President; Kathy Merrill 

 Kathy Merrill was absent. 
 

Website Coordinator; Carol Surges 

 Carol Surges discussed the information she had acquired for the possible LBS scholarship. 

 Carol worked with the faculty in the Jewelry and Metalsmithing program at UWM.  Many local schools no longer have a 
comparable program.   

 The Board discussed the possibility of the scholarship recipient speaking at a LBS meeting.  In addition, the student may be 
asked to attend and present a Student’s Choice Award at the October membership meeting for the Bead Challenge. 

 Allyn Steffen moved to award a $500 scholarship to a UWM Junior to use during their Senior year.  Bonnie DeSautelle 
seconded the motion.  The Board unanimously voted to pass the motion. 

 Carol Surges will contact the Department from UWM to ask if she would be interested in speaking about the program at the 
LBS membership meeting on July 18. 

 
President; Katy Hess 

 Katy Hess had nothing to report. 
 
Unfinished Business 

 Membership surveys will be discussed at the transition meeting review. 

 Allyn Steffen will send copies of the Budget to Board members prior to the Budget Meeting. 
 
New Business 

 Katy Hess is working on the President’s Trip.  

 The Board discussed the acquisition of tools to be used primarily for the Community Service events at the VA and the 
Brookfield Library. 
   

Adjournment 

 The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 pm. 
 
 
Becky Prusak, Secretary 


