
The Loose Bead Society of Greater Milwaukee 
Meeting of the Board of Directors 

October 3, 2016 
Brookfield Public Library 

 
Board members in attendance: Maureen Bartz, Bonnie DeSautelle, Katy Hess, Kathy Merrill, Becky Prusak 
 
Unable to Attend: Cindy Collins, Allyn Steffen, Carol Surges, Kathy VanDemark 
 
Guests: Deb Dunn, Tris Withington 
 
Call to Order  
Katy Hess called the meeting to order at 6:33 pm. 
 
Approval of Minutes 

• The minutes of the 8/29/16 board meeting were approved as corrected. 
• The minutes of the 9/19/16 business meeting were approved as corrected. 

 
Standard Updates 

• Volunteer hours submitted to Becky Prusak 
• No calendar updates 
• No financial submissions (Allyn was not present) 

 
 
Officer/Committee Reports 
 

Vice-President – Programming; Cindy Collins (Katy Hess reporting in Cindy’s absence) 
• Upcoming programs: 

o October – Annual Business Meeting and voting for Bead Challenge 
o November – Irina Miech from Eclectica Beads 
o December – Annual Celebration/Holiday Party; Mary Hottinger is coordinating cookies and coffee 
o January, 2017 – LBS Scholarship recipient Cory O’Brien Borkowski 

 
Vice-President – Special Events; Maureen Bartz 
• The Milwaukee Bead Show took place on October 2, 2016. 

o LBS sold $160 of bead mixes and various kits. The amount covered the table cost of $150. 
o Unsold items will be turned over to Julie Miller for the LBS Rummage Sale. Remaining items include a few 

bead mixes and several kits. 
• Bead Challenge 

o Participants submitted 20 pieces. 
o Geri Skonieczny, Becky Prusak, and Maureen Bartz will review the category selection by the participants for 

their submissions. 
o Carol Surges will photograph the Challenge pieces prior to the October meeting. 
o Cory O’Brien Borkowski will judge the Challenge pieces and remain for the meeting. 

• Bead-Ins 
o Maureen submitted the required form to the Muskego Library for use of their facilities for Bead-Ins during 

2017. 
o Approximately 10 members have registered so far for the Fall Bead-In scheduled on November 5, 2016 at 

the New Berlin Public Library. 
• Retreat 2017 

o All impacted instructors have approved the changes in the class times. 
o Maureen sent out the contracts to the instructors. Two instructors have returned their signed contracts. 
o The Special Events Committee will begin working on the goody bags and daily projects. 

 
  



Membership Coordinator; Kathy VanDemark (Katy Hess reporting in Kathy’s absence) 
• LBS currently has 213 members. 

 
Community Service Coordinator; (position is open, Katy Hess reporting) 
• Pat Harvey has expressed an interest in the Community Service Coordinator position. Katy has asked Pat to call Jan 

Mueller to discuss the responsibilities. Katy will talk to Pat at the next member meeting. 
• Katy met with Jan Mueller and picked up the Community Service materials. 
• Katy will start working on the Brookfield Library Community Service event. 
• The Ridge Community Church sponsors a prom for mentally challenged teenagers. LBS will explore participation in the 

event. 
 
President-Elect; Bonnie DeSautelle 
• Bonnie distributed her report on the Bead&Button Show. 
• Carol Surges and Bonnie DeSautelle will attend a luncheon at UWM to recognize Cory O’Brien Borkowski as the 

scholarship recipient. 
 
President; Katy Hess 
• President’s Trip on October 20th to Diakonos and Spry Whimsy in Stoughton, WI 

o 17 participants have registered thus far 
o 4 people have inquired about paying for and making the project only. They will transport themselves to 

Stoughton. 
• Nominations for open positions for 2017: 

o President-Elect: Tris Withington 
o VP-Programming: Deb Dunn 
o Secretary: Susan Beal and Becky Prusak 

• The membership meeting date for February 2017 is currently set for Feb. 27. Although the date is not within the 
normal LBS schedule, it was selected due to the lack of availability on the 3rd Monday at the New Berlin Public Library. 
We could possibly schedule a hands-on at St. Dominic’s Parish Activity Center. 

 
Questions for Clarification 

• How does dues proration work? 
With the current dues amount, a full year membership is $24. If a brand-new person joins after July 1st, the 
membership fee is reduced to $12. 
 

• If a person joins in October or later, is the membership free for the remainder of the year? 
No, although the Membership Coordinator may use their discretion to suggest to the person that they attend one 
meeting as a guest and then join (and pay dues) in January. 
 

• Are members allowed to hand out LBS membership brochures to the general public during non-LBS events? 
Yes! Members may hand out LBS membership brochures or LBS business cards to anyone who might be interested in 
the Loose Bead Society. Business cards and brochures are available from the Membership Coordinator. 

 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:40pm. 
 
Becky Prusak, Secretary 
 


