
   

 

 

The Newsletter of the Loose Bead Society of Greater Milwaukee  
The Loose Bead Society of Greater Milwaukee began in 1999 as a 
fellowship of kindred spirits with the purpose of sharing and promoting 
the creation of beautiful beadwork. 
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Beading é Chatting é and Having Fun Together 

A beautiful fall day, some chocolate, some nibbles, some beads.  
What more could a person want!  We all had a wonderful time bead-
ing and chatting at the Loose Bead Societyôs October Bead-In. 
 
Over 35 people were able to get together in the New Berlin Libraryôs 
Community Room to work on their latest projects. Jackie Hillman 
brought a delicious bean dip for all of us to enjoy. Everyone shared 
ideas and tips and techniques. 
 
The date for our next Bead-In is February 11th. Donôt miss it!  Itôs a 
wonderful opportunity to relax and enjoy yourself while making pro-
gress on a new project or one of your UFOs (Un-Finished Objects).   

Tammy Rae Wolter showed us some of her gorgeous lampworked 
beads. Tammy Rae used to live closer but has moved to Neenah, so 
she traveled back especially for the Bead-In. 

     ð by Kathy Willmering 
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Personally, my time serving as President has been a 
rewarding, enjoyable experience. The opportunity to 
work with the talented, intelligent people on the LBS 
Board has been a delight! Each month the Board 
comes together to energetically plan and implement 
our events with the hope that we meet the expecta-
tions of our members. The Board sets high standards 
while being fiscally responsible and has always lis-
tened to the suggestions of those we serve. I am con-
fident the future will bring a continuation and growth 
of excellent programs and events.  
 
As our Society grows and new challenges arise, our 
standards will remain high, but the Society will need 
more assistance in the implementation of these 
events. It is my hope that our members continue to 
contribute to the Society through active participation.  
 
Will each of you commit to furthering our goals by of-
fering your suggestions to a Board member, volun-
teering to join a committee, or accepting the chal-
lenge to join the Board? The spirit of us all working 
together is what makes our Society strong. I thank 
you, LBS Board and members, for making this a year 
of enriching, energizing and joy-filled experiences!!! 

LBS a Vibrant, Talented Group 

I am so happy that we've decided to take the Presi-
dent's letter off of the front page! The Society has 
real newsworthy events that should have the lime-
light! The few pearls of wisdom (Wow! Why haven't I 
used that line before? Good bead society pun, even 
if it's been done many times before!) . . . as I was 
saying, the Presidential pearls of wisdom cannot 
stand up against the exciting news that deserves 
front page headline coverage! Certainly every quar-
ter, something big occurs in LBS world, so our deci-
sion is to put those features on the front page where 
they rightfully belong. 
 
For my final Presidential pearls, I can only reiterate 
that this year has reinforced my belief in the Society 
as a vibrant group of talented, creative individuals! 
At each LBS event there is an energy and commit-
ment from the Board and the members to make the 
most of the time we spend together. Participation in 
events such as the Retreat, the Bead-Ins, the Rum-
mage Sale, the Christi Friesen weekend, the Royal 
Wedding Challenge and tea, Loominosity, Jewelry 
at the Domes, and the President's trip, as well as 
seeing everyone at our monthly meetings, has made 
for a spectacular year for us all!      ñ Helen Dahms, President 

 Jewelry at the Domes was an opportunity that was 
offered to LBS just six weeks before the show.  De-
spite the short notice and that it was a new show, the 
event went extremely well, and an amazing variety of 
jewelry was displayed. The staff of The Domes was 
extremely helpful and accommodating, and im-
pressed each exhibitor by unloading her vehicle, 
wheeling her materials right to the assigned booth, 
and then unloading the cart.  
 
ñThe set up and atmosphere were great,ò according 
to one exhibitor. Several exhibitors commented on 
the camaraderie of having a show with LBS mem-
bers. ñThe other members were very helpful,ò said 
Karen Weinberg , another first-time seller. 
 
Thanks to the Show and Sell Committee members for 
their hard work:  Helen  Dahms , Joan Hoss , Judy 
Markworth , Judy Menting , Marilee Rockley , 
Maggie Roschyk , Debbie Schamber , Brenda 
Schweder and Kathy Willmering.  
 
   ð Julie Miller, President-Elect 

November was a busyðand successfulðmonth for 
Loose Bead Society members who sell their jew-
elry, with LBS participating in Loominosity from No-
vember 3 through 6 and in Jewelry at The Domes 
on November 12 and 13. 
 
In our second year working with the Wisconsin 
Handweavers at Loominosity, members sold 171 
pieces of jewelry and doubled the dollar amount 
sold in 2010. Happy LBS exhibitors commented, ñI 
loved how the jewelry was displayed and that there 
was a single checkout,ò ñloved that LBS took care 
of the credit card machine, change box and inven-
tory control,ò and ñI really like having the ódisplay 
designersô do the display because I learn[ed from] 
what they did.ò  
 
Exhibitors enjoyed their time at the event, whether 
selling, checking out customers or providing dem-
onstrations. ñI had a wonderful time working at the 
showédoing demos was fun and many people 
were really interestedò remarked Joan Hoss . 
ñWorking at the show was easy and a great experi-
ence,ò said Stefanie Neustedter , a first-time seller. 

Sales Success Times Two 
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Loose Bead Society  

2011 Board Members  
 

Helen Dahms , President 
Julia Miller , President Elect 

Maggie Roschyk , VP-Programming 
Kat Feldman , VP-Special Events 

Judy Markworth , Secretary 
Amy Smith , Treasurer 

Brenda Schweder , Past President 
Kathy Willmering , Membership Coordinator 

Traci Otte , Website Coordinator 
Michele DeôBrabant, Community 

Service Coordinator 
Carol Haiar , Newsletter Coordinator 

In August, the LBS Nominating Committee began com-
piling a slate of officers for 2012. The committee, made 
up of Jan Falk , Gail McGuire , Sue Stachelski , Kathy 
Willmering , and chairwoman Helen Dahms , worked 
diligently to line up candidates for the open Board posi-
tions. Elections were held at the October membership 
meeting. The winners are ... 
 
President Elect - Kathy Willmering : Kathy has re-
cently served as our Membership Coordinator, as well 
as on the Programming, Special Events, Show and 
Sell, and Community Service committees, and has vol-
unteered at the Bead&Button Show, as well as on the 
newsletter. Kathy has seen many of the facets of LBS 
at work. She states ñIôm ready to lead our fair Society 
forward during the next few years." 
 
VP Special Events ï Kat Feldman:  Kat has been the 
VP Special Events for the past two years. Prior to that 
she served as the LBS Community Service Coordina-
tor. Kat enthusiastically says, "I had so much fun doing 
events the past two years, I thought Iôd do it again!ò 
 
Treasurer ï Marilyn Johnson:  Marilyn has been a 
member for ñenough years that I canôt remember how 
long it has been.ò She has volunteered for the Bead& 
Button Show, local shows, State Fair demonstrations,   

The Show and Sell Committee is already at work evaluating both 
Loominosity and Jewelry at the Domes, analyzing the results of a sur-
vey of exhibitors and planning ahead for sales events in 2012. Watch 
for announcements early in the year. 

Setup for any show requires a lot of work. Left, 
one of the gorgeous displays at Loominosity, 
and right, completing a lovely table for Jewelry 
at the Domes  

And the Winners Are é 

and the Community Service and Greetings commit-
tees.  Her professional duties include budget ac-
countability for an R&D group, and she has also 
served as treasurer for a number of clubs.  
 
We welcome our new LBS Board Members and 
look forward to their leadership over the coming 
years.       

    ð Sue Stachelski 


